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Preparing Your Child for College: 

The Help Without the Hassle

High School Report Cards

Report Cards are not that expensive to purchase, many home-school curriculum dealers sell grade cards. You can purchase religious and non-religious grade cards. The below sites may be helpful or Pamela has purchased these in the past and is willing to share one with you.

Christian

Rod and Staff books (www.rodandstaffbooks.com)

Abeka (www.abeka.com)

Christian Light Publications (www.clp.org)
Non-Christian

Houghton Mifflin (www.hmco.com/indexf.html)

For an easy way to keep track of grades, visit super teacher grade book (www.superteacherworksheets.com) and then click on Excel Gradebook to download.

Defiance area grading scale

A = 100-90

B = 89-80

C = 79-70

D = 69-60

F = Below 60

Special Note: Report Cards are not necessary for your high school student unless they want one. Why? Because it’s the same thing as your high school transcript, it’s like having two records of the same thing.

Transcripts/Grade Cards should be started in 9th grade.

Every Child needs to earn anywhere from 22 to 24 credits, depending on the school being attended.

How to Make a High School Transcript
Home Schoolers are notorious for having lengthy and hard to understand transcripts.

Use Publisher or Pages Software

Opinion of Jeannette Web Author from article in Practical Home Schooling in Nov./Dec 2009 issue

One Page Max

Sections

Which should be divided into three sections separated by horizontal lines. Within each section are two columns.

On the top fifth part of the page list: student name, parent's name, address, telephone, birth date, social security number, name of school, and year of graduation.

The next section is about 5 inches and contains all class information.

Headers are: Grade (class grade, not year in school), Subject, and Credit (how many credits the class was worth).

Starting with the strongest area (in our case, Science) bold the word Science and list how many total credits were earned in that subject.

Underneath that, list the name of each science class. This was followed by Mathematics, Language Arts, Social Studies, Fine Arts Foreign Language and Physical Education.

Immediately after listing the classes, show Total Credits, GPA, Grade Scale and a brief explanation of anything that might not be clear.

Additional Information:

Courses without grades are in progress

Grades assigned by professional instructors 

Credit calculated according to Carnegie Unit Standard = 120 or more contact hours.

Every description will be different, depending on what outside courses the student has taken or what looks unusual and needs to be explained.

Final Section:

The final section in the transcript contains all test data (SAT, SAT subject test, and AP tests) plus volunteer service hours on the left side. There is also room for the official signature, date and a place to use an embossed stamp (with the name of the school/or our organization and when it was established).

These stamps are available for about $25 from an office supply store. This may seem overkill, but I was unwilling for 12 years of hard work to be dismissed by an admissions office simply because we did not make the effort to look “official.”

Finally, list an abbreviated resume on the right hand side. You should have about 18 lines to list achievements and awards as well as Leadership positions.

Print the transcript on a heavy, white rag paper or the embossed stamp will tear the page. It also looks much more professional than regular copier paper.

It also looks much more professional than regular copier paper.

Transcripts continued…..

Composite Transcript

A document produced by this method is called a composite transcript. It was easy for us as we only had classes at home and few AP classes. Yours could get more complicated if you have taken classes from multiple educational providers. You must submit transcripts from each provider to every college. Nonetheless, it is helpful to have this composite transcript where everything is in one place and easy to use.

Cautions

While this should not be an issue I've seen it too many times not to make a comment. Our grades (which we must admit are assigned by a biased parent) must agree with our standardized test scores. If you assign an A for AP Biology, AP Biology test score had better be at least a 4, preferably a 5. If your student had low scores on the Critical Writing portion of the SAT, we look like fools if we give our student an A in English. We also look untrustworthy to an admissions office.

The CollegeBoard finally put its foot down regarding its “AP” trademark.

Now, for a course to be called AP, the teacher must submit credentials and syllabus to the College Board for approval. Don't call a class “AP” on your transcript unless it was sanctioned by the CollegeBoard and the student took the AP Exam. If you don't take the test, change the classification on your transcript to an honors class.

AP does not mean hard. AP means that your student has covered very specific material at a college level and taken the standardized test.

Lately I have seen a lot of AP Anatomy classes on home-school transcripts. This is an immediate red flag to admissions officers because there is no such thing as a AP Anatomy. Unfortunately, there is a home school curriculum that confuses families on this issue. This transcript mistake can cost your student admission into better colleges.

I also advise against including fluff courses (especially if applying to a top - or mid-tier college). By including four hours of Cooking (with an A, of course) you look like you are trying to pad your GPA. Do the math and it looks like a ridiculous amount of time spent in the kitchen. If your student is preparing to be a professional chef, fine. At least divide the classes up like “Foundations of Food Preparation” 1 Credit, “Baking and Pastry Creations” 1 credit and etc.

There is nothing wrong with including home economics or welding in your curriculum, but it does not belong on a high school transcript headed to college.

Transcripts continued……

Solutions

This transcript method solves many problems.

It is very clear. Admissions officers can see at a glance how many credits we have in each area and how strong our classes are. When we list classes by grade in school, it takes a great deal of study to figure out if we have the required number of classes in each subject area.

It allows us to be honest. By listing classes by category instead of by year in school, we have the freedom to take as much or as little time as we need to complete the course. It doesn't matter if it took us six months or two years to complete: It is totally honest in this format because we just list the completed course.

I have used this format with all types of schools – Ivy League on down – and no one has ever complained.

Jeannette Webb has worked with high school students for over 25 years helping them in many areas.

An Example of a completed Transcript can be seen on the “resources” page at AimingHigherConsultants.com

http://www.covenant.edu/admissions/undergrad/home-schooled
http://www.hslda.org/highschool/academics.asp#TR
Above site even offers a calculator

The GPA
http://www.home-school-inc.com/community/collegecorner.aspx?mode=plan
A Grade Point Average is one way of summarizing a student's performance as a single number. In a broad sense, it is an average of the grades a student has achieved in all her courses of study. Grade Point Averages are used as a way for educational institutions to compare the results of students from different schools.

Grade Point Averages
There are different ways of calculating a Grade Point Average with secondary and tertiary schools using different methods. Generally secondary schools, such as High Schools use a direct average of the grades a student has achieved, while tertiary institutions such as universities also take into account the credit points associated with each course when calculating the average.

This article is a look at how to calculate Grade Point Averages (GPA) in a secondary environment such as High School. Internationally there is variation in the way different provinces or districts measure and record student performance, but the 4.0 point scale for calculating a GPA is becoming one widely used standard. For High School students the simplest way that you can calculate a GPA is as follows.

The Mathematics
Firstly each grade is assigned a numerical value. For example using the common set of letter grades of A, B, C, D, and F the value of each grade is:

A = 4.0 
B = 3.0 
C = 2.0 
D = 1.0 
F = 0.0

Your school may use different grades and values, but the method used to figure out the GPA will be the same in each case. Calculating the GPA requires totaling the value of the grades and then dividing by the number of grades. This results in an average that ranges between 0 and 4.0. With 4.0 been the highest GPA and 0 the lowest.
The GPA continued…….  

Unweighted GPA
Here is a concrete example. Student Michel has achieved these grades A, B, A, A, C, B, A, and A for the semester. Converting those grades to the numerical values they become 4.0, 3.0, 4.0, 4.0, 2.0, 3.0, 4.0, and 4.0. Adding these up (4.0 + 3.0 + 4.0 + 4.0 + 2.0 + 3.0 + 4.0 + 4.0) equals 28. Now to get the average the total is divided by the number of grades, which is 8, and the average becomes (28 / 8) which equals 3.5. So the GPA for Michel is 3.5.

The steps in this calculation are straightforward and easy to do, but if you need to calculate the GPA for a large set of students then a computer application is recommended to save time and reduce errors. With a spreadsheet you can set up the calculations, or to save more time a specialized application such as The Gradebook Program can convert letter grades to a final GPA in a single action.

A complication to consider is how the Grade Point Average is calculated if there are courses that work at an accelerated or higher level. For example, schools may have courses that are at an Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or Honors level. When calculating the GPA, adjustments can be made so students in the more advanced courses receive a higher GPA.

Weighted GPA
When this is done it is called a weighted GPA. Continuing with Michel's example with the same list of grades, if the first three grades are from Advanced Placement (AP) courses, when those three grades are converted to a numerical value they are increased by a pre-determined amount to increase the student’s average.

By doing this a weighted GPA takes into account that an "A" in an AP course should reflect a higher level of achievement than an "A" in a regular course. And so students are rewarded for doing the more difficult study. Since this is called a weighted GPA, a GPA that does not take into account the level of the courses is called an unweighted GPA.

The amount that each grade is increased by will vary across schools, but for this example the AP courses get an additional 0.20 added to each grade. This makes the values 4.2, 3.2, 4.2, 4.0, 2.0, 3.0, 4.0, and 4.0 because 0.2 has been added to the first three values. So the new weighted GPA is (4.2 + 3.2 + 4.2 + 4.0 + 2.0 + 3.0 + 4.0 + 4.0) / 8 which equals 3.58 when rounded to 2 decimal places. With The Grade book Program there is the option of weighting the grades to a weight you specify, or you can let the program do an unweighted GPA.
 How to figure a GPA yourself for free:

http://www.back2college.com/gpa.htm
CLEP (College-Level Examination Program) TEST WEBSITE AND INFO
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/about.html
AP Courses to choose from:

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/exams.html 
FREE lesson plans for earning college credits using the CLEP examination program. Again, all the plans on the site are FREE and she would like to share this information with the wider home school community. If you feel led, would you please share this information with your local support group?
Some homeschooling parents find formulating a plan for homeschooling through high school a challenge. Should our focus be on achieving a high school diploma? 
What about facing the college recruiters? 
These concerns drive some parents to plan hours of unnecessary coursework that would hopefully lead to a diploma. Others choose educational paths that attempt to satisfy nagging doubts about future college entrance.
CLEP solved BOTH these concerns for our family by allowing us to chart an independent course that will ultimately show college recruiters that our student is ready for the next step.
What is CLEP?
CLEP is the "College-Level Examination Program" and is also known by terms such as "testing out" or "credit by examination." 
Simply put, you use independent study to prepare for a specific college course and then go to a local college to take the computerized multiple choice exam.
If you pass, you are issued the credits, as if you had taken the class at the college.
CLEP exams can be used to: accumulate dual credit, showing credits that will count toward high school requirements AND, at the same time, count towards a college degree shorten the years of study required to attain a college degree, since you are starting in the teen years save you money in earning a college degree, as CLEP exams are MUCH cheaper than registering for a college class on campus show ANY "brick and mortar" college that your child is capable of performing at a college level, and you'll have the credits to PROVE it!
Avoid "basic skills" classes when entering college by CLEPing college math and freshman English give your child the chance to delve into the subject being studied while moving at a comfortable pace for optimum learning sharpen your child's independent study skills, which are a MUST in the college environment continue to share your "world view" with your child when studying controversial topics contained in many social science classes tackle tough subjects ONCE and get the credit the FIRST time around. 
Why do high school biology and then retake it again for college credit?

SOUNDS GOOD, BUT WHERE DO I START?
A normal college course includes classroom instruction, followed by testing and then the granting of credits earned. 
Through our FREE lesson plans
http://mcquacks2.tripod.com/cleplessonplans/id4.html 

You will be able to use your child's independent study skills, replacing the instructional phase of the college class process with the appropriate books and videos we've selected as study tools.
Your child will prepare for the exam and the 
College Board will issue them credits for passing the test.
These credits can be "banked" with the College Board and then transferred to the college of your choice in the future. 

CLEP continued…..

DO ALL COLLEGES ACCEPT CLEP CREDITS?
CLEP credits are accepted by more than 2,900 schools. 
The exams are 90 minute, multiple choice format.
There are other widely accepted credit-by-examination programs as well, such as DANTES. It's important to check with the colleges on your "wish list" to see how many credits they allow to be "transferred in" from any one testing source.
The COLLEGES we have listed are VERY "credit by examination" friendly, some even allowing you to "test out" of your ENTIRE four-year degree! Remember too that colleges that have enrollment requirements, such as SAT scores and basic skills tests, often waive them when the student has already accumulated college credits. For more information please go to our website: 
http://www.ClepPrep.tripod.com
The Counselor Letter
Design a school letterhead – yes this is even for home schoolers. Use it every time you contact a university. (Name of school, birth date, and common application number or social security number). Different schools ask for different numbers. They want it on every piece of paper.

Introduction - 
1. Introduce the student as a senior at the school/ home school.

2. Think like a counselor

3. Describe the student's learning style, using adjectives that showed how they would function in a brief summary of our school situation. Discuss where you live - is it a rural area, city, does it have limited options? Make facts clear, admissions officers would be more likely to understand our unconventional record. 

4. Use a paragraph showing how your home school functions. Are you the primary teacher or does your student take responsibility for their own learning in high school? Does the student take more difficult classes that are offered to them?

The Body
        1.    The length of the body isn't a big deal, so don't give that much thought. Just tell the story and the rest will take care of itself. Some letters are 2-3 pages long.
        2.    DON'T Ramble – be specific and don't stray from the topic.

        3.    Embellish students talking points in a way that no other source can do.

        4.    Objectively show how students compare to others their age and also how they are unique. What obstacles have been overcome and success stories. (Make it personal)

        5.    Showing weaknesses is fine as long as they have overcome them. Completely positive letters can backfire. Don't be whiny.

The Conclusion - 
        1.    This is very important. It must be powerful. It must be persuasive and honest. 

As a home school mom, teacher and counselor, you have a most unique vantage point. You have the privilege of showing growth over a lifetime, of telling the most complete story the college will get of this child. It must be bluntly honest without being negative. It must be compelling without being sappy. 
The Counselor Letter continued…..

Example: “There are many gifted students who have had every advantage and opportunity. This has not been the case for Austin. Not only has he spent the majority of his life on an extremely rural farm and ranch making special classes and tutors impossible, but our family has been financially unable to provide him with traditional experiences. For several years, Austin worked 10 -20 hours a week doing construction work to help support our family. This was on top of farm chores and other odd jobs. While this was a very difficult time, it produced a young man with an incredible work ethic who manages his time well and is grateful now to have 8-10 hours a day in which to study.
“Austin is an unusual mix of intense scientist, runner, policy analyst, comedian, political aficionado, backpackers, social/technological trend observer, avid reader, and compassionate friend. As a parent/teacher, it has been a challenge to deal with his intense nature, but after years of helping him sand off the rough edges, I can honestly say I enjoy the young man who now towers over me. He has chosen to live intentionally, to confront his weaknesses, and to build on his strengths. He is now comfortable with himself and with others. 

Information taken Practical Home Schooling Magazine #88 with Author Jeannette Webb's 
Permission she can be reached at aiminghigherconsultants.com 
Physical Fitness

This needs to be started in 9th grade. The best way for you to keep track of your students’ physical fitness is through the President’s Challenge. They offer more than one physical fitness options and you can earn medals, ribbons, patches, and certificates signed by the President of United States. Go (http://www.presidentschallenge.org) sign up for username and password and then look for our group (New Heights Educational Group) to sign up with us. Our group ID is 85159 and password is NewHeights1

Volunteering

This is an important part of a student’s high-school transcript. You can keep track of hours served at http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov and can earn medals, ribbons, patches, and certificates signed by the President of United States. What better way to keep track than with recognition like this!

Eta Sigma Alpha National Home School Honor Society
Founded in 1999
If interested, ask Pamela for more information on this!
College, or Not?

31 Things You Need to Know

By Mary Pride

Twenty five years ago, almost nobody believed K-12 homeschooling could possibly prepare children for college. Right after the “What about socialization?” question came “What will you do about college?”

Today, homeschoolers are welcome in every college in the land. But, while college has become more accessible, getting kids ready for college has also become much more complicated.

When I went to college, in the mid-1970s, I was able to pay my own tuition with money I had saved from my afterschool job in high school. Today, tuition at that same college is 20 times what it was when I was a student.

On top of that, the job market is much tighter. Teen joblessness this summer is highest it has been in 16 years, and new college grads aren't faring much better. This means that not only is it harder than ever to save up for college, but it's much more crucial to pick the right major and right college.

Or not. In the current job market, some are beginning to ask if a college degree is even worth the investment in time and money. For some career (e.g., nursing, CPA, college professor) degrees are essential. But advanced degrees, or even a simple bachelor's, can actually work against you once you've given up on getting a job in your specialty.

When competing for “starter” jobs, less is more. Employers are wary of those extra degrees. Fearing you only want the job as a stopgap, they actually prefer to hire less-credentialed help. If no terrific scholarships are at risk, it might actually make more sense for some kids to get a job, work up the ladder, and eventually get a degree (if desired) through less traditional means.

As usual, I've put way too much time into studying the ins and outs of what current college (or not) options are for today's homeschoolers. With five kids still in college, we personally tried most of the ideas I am about to share with you.

The rules of getting into and through college have changed... and here they come!

PREPARING FOR COLLEGE

Let's start with the most traditional path: the typical college degree.

Here, your goal is to (1) get into a college that fits your ability level and (2) pay as little as possible.

Your first step on this path might be Dual Enrolment. This is not the public school style, or what I like to call “fake” dual enrolment, where high-school teachers offer classes in the high school for college credit. It's the real deal, where you sign up for classes at your local college or community college, often at a hefty tuition discount, and earn both high-school and college credit for the same class.

Dual enrolment is especially great for homeschoolers, because it proves to colleges that you can do college work.

As long as you take courses that will count towards your eventual college major, you'll be fine. Just beware of earning too many college credits for courses you won't apply for to you major, as this could cause you to prematurely lose your financial aid.

College or Not continued……. 

Online courses are another great way to prove your “college readiness.” If you don't have a college nearby that offers dual credit or you need a more flexible schedule than is possible with classroom courses, online courses offer a way to take classes that parents lack the time or expertise to teach.

AP not CLEP. We'll be talking about the CLEP exams later on, but the bottom line is that it isn't a good idea to take CLEPs in high school.

Again, the extra credits can wreak havoc on your financial aid. Advanced Placement exam, otherwise known as “AP” exams, usually don't present the same problem. Top colleges are aware that the best students take lots of APs, so they craft their regulations to accommodate. CLEP exams, which were originally invented to let older folk study for credit on their own, are more “blue collar” and don't get this special treatment. Is this discrimination? Probably. Can you do anything about it? No. And by the way, make sure your intended college accepts your particular AP and/or dual enrolment credits before you take the course.

Avoid the GED. Yes, passing the GED is supposed to be “equivalent” to a high school diploma, so in the early days of homeschooling, many parents have struggled hard to get permission for their younger children to take this test. However, it still carries the stigma of the “dropout's diploma.” Colleges are not impressed by GEDs, and military recruiters are even less so. You can accomplish the same goal via a decent high-school transcript, so my advice is to meet state requirements and graduate normally.
Notes from attorney related to earning a diploma: 

To begin, let's clarify some basic information about homeschooling in Ohio.  Students that are home-educated do not receive diplomas that are endorsed by Ohio’s State Board of Education.  Homeschooled students receive diplomas from their parents or their oversight school.  To the extent that homeschoolers are accountable to the state is outlined in our summary of the laws: 
http://homeschoollegaladvantage.com/statelaws/Ohio_Revised_09.pdf
Basically, PARENTS are subject to these requirements: 
1. Parents need to have certain educational requirements - diploma or GED; or be supervised by someone with a degree
2.  Parents need to send notice with curriculum information to the state
3.  Parents are required to teach certain subjects, and have children "attend" school 900 hrs. per year.
4.  Parents must submit an annual academic assessment. Generally, if students do not demonstrate sufficient progress, they work with the public school to remediate.  If remediation fails, there are due process provisions for the school to compel attendance.
While the State of Ohio has regulations as to what is required to graduate high school, with honors or not, these regulations apply to students who are enrolled in the public schools, not homeschoolers.  Most parents generally follow the course requirements of the public schools.  Personally, our family began with the end in mind:  We checked the admission requirements for colleges we were interested in and planned our high school years accordingly.
Regulations that physics and chemistry are no longer required apply to public school students.  Parents have the freedom to teach these subjects if they wish.


College or not continued……

Notes from attorney continued….
Special needs students do indeed graduate, whether through the public school or the home school.  In either setting, curriculum is matched to the child's needs.  For example, there are special needs algebra texts available from publishers such as Pearson or Walch.  These texts might only cover a fraction of the material in a regular algebra course, but the special needs student who uses them has indeed completed "algebra," to the extent of their abilities. (In fact, these publishers like these supply the text books for special needs in the public schools.)  When the parent is the diploma issuer, the parent defines what it meant by completing a course of study.
As I understand New Heights Education, you provide adjunct services to parents.  You offer tutoring and programs, advising and assistance.  Through all your services, the parent remains the one responsible to the state and accountable for reporting, testing, etc.

College or not continued…….
Volunteering is super important if you want to get into top schools and/or earn scholarships. The prefect project for getting into places such as Harvard or Yale is to start a group that raises money for a politically-correct cause. This is far superior to earning money with your own business and donating it to a charity, because it shows you have mastered the major principle of elitism: how to be generous with other people's money.

If you volunteer for any group... let's say, Habitat for Humanity... you also get way more brownie points if you're the one running the group.

Simply showing up devotedly for thousands of hours and doing all the work doesn't have the same appeal to colleges and scholarship committees as...

Leadership: Try to be the President of something. Just as long as it's not the Science Fiction Club or Games Club. College admission officials perceive kids with those interests as loners who won't contribute to the student body. The only thing worst would be to announce you are a member of the Dungeons and Dragons Club, which immediately pegs you as a crazed loner. And it goes without saying you don't announce your lifetime NRA membership when applying to any school that kicked out ROTC, or your Greenpeace membership when applying West Point.

Athletics: This is huge for the military academies, who particularly love football players, but it's just another positive tick mark in the “well rounded” category for other schools. Martial arts or summer sports teams are fine.

Research or Special Projects: Planning to be a doctor, scientist, or engineer? Then high school research helps. Otherwise, unless you love it, don't bother.

Travel actually earns you brownie points on college applications. It shows you are (1) well rounded and (2) won't go crying home to Mommy because you've never been away from home before. Even if you travelled with your family, any extensive trips are worth mentioning. You get a bonus for trips made with a youth group, and extra bonus points for trips you made all by yourself. In fact, taking a “gap” year off after high school to travel (and volunteer at various places along the way) can earn you extra super bonus points. If you don't lose great scholarships by doing this (such as National Merit or our own Missouri “Bright Flight” scholarship, which are withdrawn if you don't go straight to college after high school), and you have the money to travel, it's something to consider.

Academic Camps & Educational Experiences are more impressive to some college than others. When you get that fancy packet in the mail offering your child a “leadership” or “academic” experience on the actual campus of Princeton (or whatever), for the low, low, cost of only $1,000 and up, don't think this will get him or her into Princeton (or whatever). Save your money and consider it your kid's first scholarship.

A good-looking transcript that contains all the right information is important. One resource for creating these transcripts is Transcripts Made Easy, from everyday-education.com. If you'd like personal help, PHS columnist Jeannette Webb offers expert consulting at reasonable rates. Find out more at aiminghigherconsultants.com

Recommendations are vital. Even if is you live in the wilds of Alaska, hopefully you can find a mentor or distance learning teacher to write your recommendations. Coaches, bosses, adult leaders of your student group, and in fact any adult who knows you well and has seen you in action, can write recommendations. Jeannette Webb has some great advice about how to get recommendations in her e-book, Called to Influence, available via her site above.

FUNDING YOUR DEGREE

Student Loans Are Evil. And they just became more evil, since the federal government just took over the entire student loan business. Read The Student Loan Scam: The Most Oppressive Debt in U.S. History and How We Can Fight Back for the full horrifying story on how a teeny tiny loan can, through misunderstandings and accounting errors (by the lender), mushroom into a huge debt you will never pay off in this lifetime. Did you know that, unlike other loans, student loans can't be discharged through bankruptcy? Fun. Too busy to read the book? Check out StudentLoanJustice.org

Scholarships are one way to avoid or minimize loans. Your local high school counselor has a list of scholarships offered by local groups. Ask for it. Many colleges also offer substantial scholarships to top students. PSAT (to be taken your junior year) in order to possibly qualify for a National Merit scholarship. Or join Fastweb.com and register your preferred major, grades, etc., to be matched with all sorts of potential scholarships and internship opportunities. Just be careful, because every single time you log in to Fastweb they present a screen with prechecked offers to things. If you don't want the offers, search carefully for the “No, thanks” button and click it, or you'll end up on all sorts of email lists.

A Great Book: Before I get into the next sections, taking about CLEP, DSST, Excelsior, TECEP, and credit banking, let me tell you about a book – sadly, out of print – that goes into much more detail about all of these than I can manage in this article. Though it was published five years ago, College Without Compromise by Scott & Kris Wightman is amazingly up-to-date in its information and recommendations. Although our own family was using dual credit and credit by examination long before I ever heard of this book, and in fact our oldest son already earned his college degree from Thomas Edison State College of New Jersey (one of the “Big Three” credit-banking colleges), I consider the price I paid for a used copy of this book well, just for the convenience of having all the exam lists and other information in one place.

Now that I said that, I just checked Amazon was aghast to see that the lowest-priced copy available is selling for over $57. The Wrightmans need to revise their book and get it back into print!

CLEP, or “College Level Examination Program,” is a great way to earn college credit for low cost once you are already in college. You sign up for the test, which costs $77 as of this July, and can possibly earn up 12 college credits (most tests actually earn you credits). Check first whether your college (1) accepts CLEP exams and (2) charges you full or partial tuition for the “privilege” of accepting CLEP credits. Most colleges accept only some, while a relatively small number (most top-ranked institutions) won't take any CLEP credits.

Funding your degree continued……..

DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSSTs) once were for the military. Now civilians can take them, too. According to the official government site on the topic (dantes.doded.mil), “The DSST program is an extensive series of 37 examinations in college subject areas that are comparable to the final or end-of-course examination in undergraduate course.” (Oddly, GetCollegeCredit.com and Wikipedia both agree there are actually 38 exams.) The military pays testing fees “for eligible service members and civilian examinees (meaning civilian employees of the military) at DANTES Test Center and at the national test center (college and universities) that offer internet-based DSSTs. All DSST test titles are currently available at local Thomson Prometric internet-based testing centers, except for the “Principles of Public Speaking” test that will remain a paper-based examination. Far fewer institutions accept these exams.

Excelsior College Exams (www.excelsior.edu) offers a wide variety of upper-level liberal arts, science, nursing exams, plus a few exams for business and education courses. Hundreds of colleges accept these exams, including quite a few that don't accept DSSTs. But check first with both your college and the department in question, as policies vary even within colleges.

Thomas Edison College Examination Program, or TECEP, is another way to earn credit by examination. It's not a terrifically long list of available tests, but it might fill in some holes. Go to www.tesc.edu/701.php for more details.

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE TO A TRADITIONAL DEGREE

2 + 2 = 4. In a previous edition of one of my books, I quoted an article that Dr. Rhonda Morgan wrote for the Christian Financial Concepts “Money Matters” newsletter. In it, she pointed out that, “Students working for a bachelor's degree can avoid a lot of expenses and debt by staying home and attending a local college.” The article further pointed out that academic results from this process were indistinguishable from those gained by going to the four-year college for all four years (or, these days, more likely five or six years!).

My family has taken this message to heart. We have found that, when a student isn't sure what they want to major in, it is way more sensible to spend the first couple years of college at our excellent community college. On the other hand, those of our kids who committed to a particular career path have gone straight to four-year colleges and done very well there. The easiest way to “splint the difference” is for them to take community-college courses for dual credit during their last two years of high school. That way, if a child chooses to go straight to a selective university, the community-college courses are good selling points for scholarships. If they don't, they are just that much ahead with their college education, at a very small cost.

The “Big Three” credit banks – Thomas Edison State College of New Jersey (tesc.edu), Charter Oak State College (cosc.edu), Excelsior College (excelsior.edu): What do they have in common? They are fully accredited colleges that allow you to “pull together” credit earned (1) at their institution, (2) at other colleges, (3) via exams such as CLEP and DSST, and (4) via portfolio assessment (a method whereby you present paperwork to demonstrate you have life experience in some area that is equivalent to content required in a specific course). Using this method, you can earn a degree at minimum cost and in minimum time.

In our case, our oldest son, Ted, was physically unable to attend campus-based courses for most of his college education. He took CLEPs, APs, and TECEP exams. To that, he added various courses taken through Thomas Edison and other online providers. Finally, he managed to attend enough local campus-based to fill in his last degree requirements.

Though, due to Ted's weakened state at the time, he wasn't able to go through this process as quickly as some, not to mention that computer science (his major) is a bit more complicated than English or Business Management, it did enable him to earn a real degree for about $5,000 per year.

Funding your degree continued…….

(If you'd like to learn how to earn a degree this way for the least amount of money in the absolute least amount of time, pick up a copy of Brad Voeller's Accelerated Distance Learning. It's available through Amazon, and also through Brad's website, www.GlobalLearningStrategies.org)

Pure Online Degree: Think Jones University or University of Phoenix. Think $50,000. Unless you're desperate, think again.

ALTERNATIVE DEGREES

Career College: Not everyone wants to be a political scientist, English major, or chemical engineer. Lots of kids would be much happier working as hotel managers, chefs, bakers, forest rangers, firefighters, ecotour operators, and a whole host of other “hands-on” jobs. Career colleges such as Johnson & Wales University (in Denver and other locations) and Hocking College in Ohio offer degrees in these kinds of majors. Other career colleges offer degrees and certificates that enable students to find work in various general office and medical office positions. You can learn to drive a tractor or care for horses, lead groups in white-water rafting or operate a small business. The better schools not only train you “hands on,” but provide internship opportunities which can lead to your first job. Scholarships to such schools are typically less available, though, so you'll want to carefully plan your finances and choices of major.

Two-Year Degrees and Certificates from Community College: Yes, Virginia, your local community college might offer some pretty nifty degrees, too. In our area, you can learn to be a paramedic, nurse, phlebotomist, chef, dental hygienist, physical therapist, funeral manager, paralegal, carpenter, electrician, interpreter for the deaf, horticulturalist, and dozens more interesting jobs.

Police and Fire Academics: You can find out what life is like for recruits who make it into these academics by watching the reality show The Academy. Maybe it will spark some career aspirations!

Want to find out more? Andrew Morkes of College and Career Press, who we interviewed in PHS #61, has a great book entitled They Teach That in College? Second edition. It's a resource directory of more than 95 interesting and unique college majors and programs at the two-year, four-year, and graduate levels. You can purchase it from his site, www.collegeandcareerpress.com
ALTERNATIVE TO A DEGREE

Job after High School: In the past, most folks started right in working full-time after high school graduation. This is still an option, provided that you can find that elusive first job.

Here are some thoughts on that subject.

Certified nurse assistants are required to take a certain amount of classroom instruction, combined with a certain amount of on-the-job experience, before they can take the CAN exam. Guess what! Lots of nursing homes provide the classroom training for free! And once you have that coveted CAN certificate, this is one of the easier-to-obtain, more lucrative jobs are around. It does require dealing with people who are usually sick and often old, but if you are a caring person with good physical endurance, this could be a great way to break into the workforce.

Graphics artists and web designers are usually hired more on the basis of their knowledge and abilities than their degrees. It's pretty easy if you can lay out a page in Quark XPress or massage a picture in Photoshop.

It's also easy to demonstrate that you know web programming by saying, “Here... click on this site I designed and see what it looks like and what it can do.” In other words, if you (the parent) are responsible for your support group's website or newsletter, teach your son or daughter everything you know. Maybe even invest in a couple of “Dummies” books on popular programs. It could get them a job!

Funding your degree continued……..

Trades: Everyone knows plumbers make more than college professors. The downside is that (1) it's not easy to join the union and (2) plumbers wear out much earlier than college professors. My dad, the college professor, is still working at 82. If he was a plumber, I doubt this would be the case. (On the other hand, if he was a plumber, he wouldn't need to work... hmm, have to think about that...)

Construction trades are a bit fraught, as they have been taken over by illegal aliens. This not only drives wages down, but can lead to hazardous working environments. I have heard tales of Anglo kids getting “accidentally” pushed off roofs, for example.

Remember that ancient saying, “He who does not teach his son a trade, teaches him to steal”? It might not be quite that dire today, but face it; it's harder to outsource the plumbing than the engineering and computer programming.

Entrepreneurship is another way to go. Starting your own business used to be the American way. What made it the “American dream” was that nobody would steal all the fruits of your hard labor. Protection rackets and corruption were not only against American law, but against American culture. (BTW, all this applies to Canadians, too!)

The problem is that when people talk about “spending the $20,000 on helping your kids starting a business instead of college,” they forget that usually mom and dad don't have $20k to begin with. Junior is taking out a $20K loan for his education in $5K chunks, and that loan is not available for the purpose of starting a business.

Spending your entire young adult life hanging around the hacienda helping mom and dad with their business is also not exactly ideal. Not if junior ever hopes to get married, that is.

If junior has a fanatical interest that can potentially make money, and he can start it up in a small way while in high school... or if mom and dad don't mind him getting free renting temporarily while he starts up the business... this can work out. But keep an eye on it. If he's working endlessly, but getting nowhere... or hardly working, while hanging out on the couch... it might be time to consider college, or to get a “regular” job.
Marriage is actually a viable career path. I hope you won't be shocked when I say that many homeschooled girls are well-trained enough and mature enough to make good wives and mothers soon after high-school graduation. Though today young ladies have to wait until an average age of 26 before getting married, our mothers and grandmothers certainly didn't! Raising lots of babies and homeschooling them is the best job in the world, and I hope at least some of you land it. Whether you go to college...or not.

The Dual Credit Trap
As a one – semester college course, this is worth two semesters of high school math, or one full Carnegie unit. And later, when your child enrolls in college, this class will be counted as college credit as well, even if she attends a different institution, provided that the new college accepts that particular class for transfer credit.

Dual Credit Financial Aid Trap
You want to make sure that the hours your racking up goes towards a particular major. In fact completing a two – year college degree in last two years of high school is exactly what the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is trying to make happen for thousands of “at risk” high school students.

But if your student is not “at risk” and if they take a wide variety of classes or courses, any for personal enrichment, and many more that didn't apply now that he wasn't going into the engineering, he ran afoul of a little-known federal financial aid regulation.

The “Satisfactory Academic Progress” Trap
Need high ACT for these??

Bright Flight?

State Scholarships?

“Lack of satisfactory academic progress.”

It turns out that you can only qualify for financial aid for up to 150% of the credit hours required to earn a degree at an institution. This means credit hours attempted, including courses from which you withdrew, not just credit hours earned.

Since a 2 year degree is typically 60 credits, financial aid only applies to 90 credits “attempted.”

Since colleges also calculate a “completion” rate based on the ratio of courses completed to courses attempted, even that statistic didn't look good.

Even if they are only “trying out” the courses, not dropping out at the last minute.

Financial aid departments do have some discretion as to how to apply these rules. Sometimes they can come to the parents aid for the child to receive financial aid by offering a override.

You will have to reapply for the override at every semester, and would face the same situation again when the student transfers to a 4 year college (since by then they will bump up against the “credits attempted” limit for a 4 year college.

Action

Contact local congressman to change the rules to exclude credits earned (or attempted) in high school. In the meantime, now you know:
1. Don't sign up for dual – credit courses that won't apply to your major, and
2. Only withdraw from a course if you really need to: don't “try out” courses just for fun.
Losing college financial aid is no fun at all.
Practical Home Schooling Tips Pieces of the above information is by Mary Pride
More Ways to Pay For College
National Merit Finalist in high school or serving a hitch in the military right out of school. I personally don't prefer the latter.
Find a full ride academic college scholarships they normally offer this to the National Merit Finalists, but some offer it if you have a certain GPA and ACT or SAT score so check with colleges in your area.
Examples:
NorthWest State of Archbold GPA of 3.5 and ACT of 23 – Full Ride
Baylor, Auburn, Oklahoma, Houston, Arizona, Liberty – automatic four year full scholarships to National Merit Scholarships. It’s based on students’ performance on one test the PSAT/NMSQT.
Most kids are smart enough to student for and pass this test.
See Charles Murray's excellent, pithy little book Real Education – but rather would be better served by opting for a career in a lucrative technical trade out of high school.
African American students who take the PSAT can also participate in the National Achievement Scholarship program, through which an additional 800 scholarships are available. National Merit also offers the National Hispanic Recognition Program, which can help in getting scholarships.
Information taken Practical Home Schooling Magazine #88 page 5
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